Extracts from Meres

And as Horace saith of his ; Exegi monumentum cere peren*
nius; Regaligue; situ pyramidum altiw; Quod non imber
edax; Non Aguilo impotens possit diru&re; aut innumerabilis
annorum feries &c fuga temporum: so say I severally of sir
Philip Sidneys, Spencers, Daniels, Draytons, Shakespeares, and
Warners workes;

As Pindarus, Anacreon and Callimachus among the Greekes ;
and Horace and Catullus among the Latines are the best
Lyrick Poets: so in this faculty th"> best among our Poets
are Spencer (who excelleth in all kinds) Daniel, Drayton,
Shakespeare, Bretton.

As ... so these are our best for Tragedie, the Lorde
Buckhurst, Doctor Leg of Cambridge, Doctor Edes of Oxforde,
maister Edward Ferris, the Authour of the Mirrour for Magis-
trates, Marlow, Peele, Watson, Kid, Shakespeare, Drayton,
Chapman, Decker, and Benjamin Johnson.
. . * so the best for Comedy amongst us bee, Edward Earle of
Oxforde, Doctor Gager of Oxforde, Maister Rowley once a
rare Scholler of learned Pembroke Hall in Cambridge, Maister
Edwardes one of her Maiesties Chappell, eloquent and wittie
John Lilly, Lodge, Gascoyne, Greene, Shakespeare, Thomas
Nash, Thomas Heywood, Anthony Mundye our best plotter,
Chapman, Porter, Wilson, Eathway, and Henry Chettie.
... so these are the most passionate among us to bewaile
and bemoane the perplexities of Love, Henrie Howard Earle
of Surrey, sir Thomas Wyat the elder, sir Francis Brian, sir
Philip Sidney, sir Walter Rawley, sir Edward Dyert Spencer,
Daniel, Drayton, Shakespeare, Whetstone, Ga&coyne* SamueU
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Churchyard, Bretton.